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Public Affairs

The scent of sunscreen and oranges
wafted in the morning air. A crowd of
about 100 peopl e stared mesmerized as
the UH-60 Blackhawk hovered over the
soccer fields9am. Nov. 9, insertingfive
U.S. military commanders from Soto
Cano utilizing the Special Patrol Infil-
tration/Exfiltration System (SPIES).

The Colonels' Foot March, a com-
bined walk hosted biannually by the
Joint Task Force-Bravo commander,
commenced with this spectacul ar open-
ing scene. Themusical strainsof “Ride
of theValkyries’ added to the pomp and
circumstance of this multinational
event.

The* CaminatadelosCoroneles” or
“LaCaminata’ asit morecommonly re-
ferred to, is designed to “be a good
chance for fellowship with our Hon-
duranguests,” said COL Michael Wood,
JTF-B commander. Caminata comes
from the Spanish word meaning “a
walk.”

“Coroneles’ fromall over Honduras
cameto participate, aswell asdefenseat-
taché personnel, MILGROUP staff, and
thecommandersand staff directorsfrom
Soto Cano. Asthe motley group of mili-
tary personnel from two different na-
tionsbegan towalk the’5.3-mile course
aroundthe perimeter, the sweat beganto
pour.

“Theadvantageto hosting this Cami-
nata,” said Wood, “isthat it’s not only
enhancing the camaraderie betweenthe
United Statesand Honduras, but it also
givesthekey military leadersin-country
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COL Michael Wood leads the pack during the Caminatade los Coroneles or

Colonel’swalk held Nov. 9

n’'t normally haveachancetotalk about.
TheCaminataisal soagreat opportunity
torepay the Honduransfor hosting usin
their country.”

Asthe marchers marched on, repre-
sentatives from DY NCORP, MEDEL
and JSF were out and about providing
assistanceal ongthecourse. Water, other
beverages and oranges were plentiful
along the way as the sun beat steadily
fromabluesky.

Amongthemany key military leaders
present at the Caminatawas COL L opez-
Carballo, Chief of Staff of theHonduran
military.

achanceto talk about thingswewoul d-

“Eventslikethese (arewonderful) be-
causethey unitethe Armed Forcesof the
United States and Honduras,” said
L opez-Carballo.

Headded that the Caminataisan ex-
cellent way to combinethephysical and
mental preparation into oneevent, both
necessary elementsto military readiness
andmorale. Itissymbolicof strengthen-
ing physical and mental ties, aswell as
tiesbetween thetwo countries.

L opez-Carballo mentionedthat heis

SeeCaminata, Page8
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Thefeet of Coroneles and Soto Cano’s leaders pounded five miles around the perimeter of Soto Cano Air Base.
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Commanders’ Corner

Reflections on Thanksgiving, upcoming holidays

By COL Michael Wood
Joint Task Force-Bravo commander

Weareentering theholiday seasonand | wanted to
take sometimeto share somethoughtswith you. First,
I wanttowishall of youandyour familiesat homethe
happiest of holidaysaswe approach Thanksgiving
andthe ChristmasHolidays. Thanksgivingisoneof
my favoriteholidaysbecause, likethe4th of July, itis
uniquely American. Not only do| enjoy thefall season
andthechangeinweather (whenweareback home!),
but | alsolikethat Thanksgivingisnot ascommercial-
ized asmost of theother holidays. It truly doesbring
friendsand familiestogether infellowshipandto en-
joy our traditional meal. Wewant to makethat day
special herein Soto Cano. | hopeall of you take advan-
tage of thegreat meal that the Dining Facility will put
onthat day. Of course, | want to remind you that things
kick-off into high gear the night prior whentheArmy
facesAir ForceintheTurkey Bowl. Comeout and

Beingagood American ambassador

support your team. It isguaranteed to beagreat event.

Secondly, | ask that each of you reflect onthemany
blessingsthat asanation, Americans, membersof this
great Task Force, and asindividualsweshould be
grateful for and appreciate. | amgrateful for all the
great thingsour nationrepresentsand | believe people
aremore aware of thesewhenthey areserving over-
seas. Evenwith all therecent confusion and concerns
resulting fromthe el ection count, our nation will work
throughit. Tome, it showshow strong, albeit not per-
fect, our democracy is.

| alsolikethat we givethanksthe sasmemonth that
weremember our veterans. By commemorating Vet-
eran’ sDay, weareinfact thanking thosewho, like
each and every oneof you, serveor haveserved our

nation and especially thosewho havegiventheir lives.

Therecent tragedy onthe USS Col e bringsthishome
tome. Y ou shouldall know that our nationis grateful
for your serviceand sacrificesasyoufulfill your duty
inoneof our nation’ smost honorable professions.
Thelastthing | want totalk aboutistotell you how

thankful I amfor the privilegeto command again and
especially to do so and serveinthisoutstanding Joint
Task Force. | want to expressmy most sincere appreci-
ationand admirationto each of youfor your dedicated
service, commitment, professionalism, and sacrifices.
I amenteringintomy fifthmonthincommand (itis
going by too quickly) and | could not be prouder of the
accomplishmentsof Joint Task Force-Bravo and of
thesoldiers, airmen, Marines, and civiliansthat make
uswhat weare—asuperb organizationinword and
deed.

Asweenter into 2001, themission of JTF-B will
continueto becritical totheengagement strategy of
the Commander in Chief, USSOUTHCOM, and each
of youareakey part of it. Pleasethink safety inall that
you do—both here, when depl oyed and during your
timeoff. Again, | wish each of youandyour familiesa
very joyful holiday seasonand | look forwardtothe
New Year and the many challengesand accomplish-
mentsthat wewill experiencetogether. Progress
Through Unity!

By MAJ Darwin Concon
Civil Affairs

Sometimein 1965, | waswith my
mother visiting family inthecity of
Manila, the Philippines. Duringthe
courseof our stay, my mother took me
toJoseRizal National Park. Beinga
young, curiousand adventurouschild
of 6inanexoticfaraway city, | quickly
becameenamored withwhat | was see-
ingaround me.

Whilewandering around viewing
thesights, | noticed my mother was
nowherearound me. | startedlooking
for her and becameevenmorelostin
my frantic search. That waswhen | felt
thefirm hand of anAmerican soldier,

wearing khakis. He put hishand onmy
shoulder and asked meif | wasokay. |
told him| could not find my mother. He
stayed with meand started walking me
toward the center of the park. Shortly
thereafter, my mother found usand pro-
fusely thanked theAmerican soldier for
watching over me.

Thekindnessand concern of that sol-
dier havestayedwithmeall mylifeand
greatly influenced meto also become
anAmericansoldier: thecurrent civil
affairsofficer of Soto Cano. Assol-
diers, airmenand Marines, wehavea
commitment to become good ambassa-
dorsof our country.

Theway we present ourselvesin
public and how wetreat other people
haveaprofound effect onthefutureof

United Statesand host nation relation-
ships. Thisincludesrespectingtheir
cultureandreligiousbeliefs. Weaways
hear of the bad things caused by afew
troublemakers, which, unfortunately,
also makesalasting effect inthememo-
riesof people.

However alittlebit of kindnessor
concern hasan evenbigger effect since
that young child viewing aK-9 presen-
tation onour post, listening to funny
storiesfromour firemen and seeing
Americanshel ping their community
andfamiliesrecover fromanatural dis-
aster can pay big dividendsinthe fu-
ture. That child could grow uptobeone
of thefutureleadersof whatever host
nationyou arestationedin. Beagood
ambassador.

Chaplain’sCorner
What does it meantoyou?

By Chaplain (CPT) Arleigh vonSeggern

JTF-Bravo Chaplain

hometown.

supper, but herel amin Hondurasand sheisin the Philip-
pines. | can't call, because there are no telephonesin her

Wheat areyou thankful for? Perhapswith Thanksgiving
coming up soon, you may beasking yourself thesamething.
Thisbecomesagood occasionfor ustothink about this. We
may think of our home, our families, parents, spouse, chil-
dren, maybe the simplethingswetakefor granted that we
aredoingwithout right now.

Inmylife, Nov. 17 isavery special day becauseitismy
wife' sbirthday. | thank the Lord for my wifeas| remember
hiswords, “ What therefore God hasjoined together...”

Thisday may not mean alot to you, but | am sure you
think of your spouse’ shirthday, or that of one of your par-
ents, or even aclosefriend with the samethought | had.

Itisonething to remember thisspecial day, but how dol
recognizeit?| wouldliketotakeher and our daughter out for

What | can dois put my thoughts and feelings down on
paper and send them with aspecial cardtohold onto. | can
sendto her the promisethat wewill celebrate her special day
when| comehome.

Thosearethethingsthat | plan ondoing. Now, what about
you and your loved ones?| encourageyou to do something
for them whileyou are hereto | et them know they are not
forgotten and show them how muchyou do care about them.

How about all thosethingsyou arethankful for?What are
you doingto show your appreciationtotheL ordfor what he
hasdone?Or areyou even appreciative?

Thereisno way we can pay the L ord back for all he has
done, but | do encourageyou to remember to thank himfor
all hisgoodnesstoyou.
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That's your opinion

What areyou
thankful for?

“I'm thankful for my wife and Rids. My
wife just had a boy two days before I came
here. I'm also thankful for the courageous
Marines that I'm here with.”

Sgt. Ramon Rivera
JSF

“I'm thankfulfor my wife and the oppor-
tunity that the Air Force has given me to
see this beautiful country.”

Senior Airman Alex Angulo
JSF

“I ‘mthankfulthat I'm still alive. My fam-
ily doesn’t really celebrate Thanksgiving
but I am thankful that I am in America,
alive and living a good life”

PFC Zuhair Elkhoja
SJA

“I'm thankfulformy family, especiallymy
Mom who is back home taking care of my
son.”

MAJ Joelle Rankins
Intelligence

Commandant addresses Marines,
honors of Corps family on birthday

By Gen.J.L.Jones
Marine Corps Commandant

Today, around the world, in gather-
ings large and small, Marines will as-
semble, as they have for two hundred
and twenty-fiveyears, to honor both our
history and the memory of those who
havepreceded us. Itisfitting that wedo
so, foritisour profound respect for our
traditionsand reverence of our heritage
that distinguishes us as a Corps of
Marines. Thisyear isespecially
meaningful. Fifty years ago,
thefreenationsof theworld
unitedtostemaggressionin
Korea; twenty-five years
ago, the long war in Viet-
nam drew to aclose; and a
short decade ago, America
and her allies liberated
Kuwait. The thread linking
these disparate conflictsis the
Corpsitself, and our performance
on these distant battlefields added new
definition to our character while ce-
menting our privileged place in the
heartsof our countrymen.

Just asthevalor of Marinesonthebat-
tlefieldsof Korea, Vietnam, and Kuwait
contributed uniquely to our legacy, so,
too, doesour actionstoday. Wecontinue
towriteour history, whether conducting
critical operations in the international
spotlight or diligently attending to the
equally important, but unheralded work

Editorial

of taking careof Marinesandtheir fami-
lies. We are, in fact, stewards of past,
present, and future. We, therefore, must
remain mindful that our actionstoday-
guided by thelessonsof yesterday-will
determine the fate of the Corpstomor-
row.

Asthe Corps — family in the truest
sense of theword — pausesto celebrate
our two hundred and twenty-fifth birth-
day, itisproper that wetakegreat pridein
who weareand thework wedo. Weare

United States Marines and for two
and aquarter centurieswehave
defined the standards of
courage, esprit, and mili-

tary prowess. On this oc-
casion, weshouldalsore-
member that a grateful
Nation cherishes our
serviceandjoinsusincel-
ebration.
Thespirit of theMarines
of Korea, Vietnam, and
Kuwait still animates those who
wear theeagle, globe, and anchor today.
Their voicesand those of all our prede-
cessorsjoininafamiliar chorusand ex-
hort usto uphold our standards and hon-
or our legacy.

Thiswewill do, for we have learned
well the lessons of our past and know
that thereisno substitutefor vigilance,
strength, and resolve. Our Nationandthe
Marinesof tomorrow can depend onthat
commitment.

Happy Birthday, Marines!

Thanksgiving morethan just aday off

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

Thanksgivingisthetimeof year
when many peoplethink of turkey with
all of thetrimmings, piesof every fla-
vor, and football. For othersit begins
thegift-buying season. Still, thereis
moretoit thanjust food and acoupl e of
daysoff. Itisatimetoreflectand give
thanksfor all thethingsthat wehave
beengiven.

L ooking around Honduras, one can
seehow well we haveit. Each oneof us
has our own problemsand setbacks, but
onetrip outsidethefencesof Soto Cano
and nothing comparesto thehardship
that these peopleface. At most posts,
onewould never seevendors peddling
up and downthestreetsnear stoplights
selling anything and everything to sur-
vive. Anyonewho hastraveled to one of
themany Honduran orphanagesknows
what wehaveto bethankful for.

Thanksgivingisalsothebeginning
of theholiday season. For many itisa
timeset asidefor buying Christmas
presentsor wondering what presents
arelurkingfor them. A group of
Marineson post arecarrying the Christ-

masspirit that they brought fromtheir
homesinthespirit of Toysfor Tots.
Staff Sgt. ThomasBallentine, Cpl. Lisa
Graham and other Marineshave col-
lected boxesof toysfor thekidsof Bac-
toBiblicode Santidad.

Many othershavecontributedtothe
needs of othersthrough the Combined
Federal Campaign program. Still others
invest their timein helping out at thelo-
cal orphanagessponsored by various
unitshereon base.

These peopleand many othersre-
member thetrue meaning of the holi-
days. Theholidaysarefor fellowship
and hel ping out their fellow man. We
must remember that when the last pres-
entisopened and thelast piece of
Christmasdinner iseaten, that the
meani ng of the holidays should not be
stored away withthe Christmasdecora
tions. Thebrotherhood of man doesnot
justlastforamonthand ahalf. Itis
something that everyoneshould prac-
ticeevery singleday.

So as Soto Cano kicksoff Thanks-
giving, weall shouldreflect onthetrue
meaning of theholidays. Weshould be
thankful for all of our blessingsand
help out thosewho arelessfortunatein
any way wecan.
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Fighting fiery enemies using airborne Bambi buckets

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Thecattlescattered. Thelakewater swirledfromthe
center toward the outer edges of thewater source. The
treesbent heavily inthehighwindssuddenly being cre-
ated. Thehelicopter bladeshummed steadily astheair-
craftloweredtheBambi Bucket, dippingitintothelake.
They wereout onamission: aerial firefighting.

Therainy seasonin Hondurashasalmost wornitself
out for thisyear asthedry season kicksitself intofull
gear. Water becomesapreciousresource. Thechanceof
afirebreaking out at any time and any placein Hon-
durasincreases.

Noonelikeswhenafire occursunexpectedly, beita
forestfire, residential, firing rangeor rural fire. Fires
arenotoriousenemiesknown for their destructive ca-
pabilities, annihilating wildlifeand threatening homes
andlives.

Withinthelast 30 years, firefighting techniqueshave
diversified. In addition to ground firefighters, often
timesit may becomenecessary toemploy bothmilitary
and civilian helicoptersor fixed wing aircraft. Aerial
firefightingisnow aworl dwidemethod used to combat
out-of-control or hard-to-reachfires.

Membersof the 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regi-
ment regularly train with UH-60 Blackhawksand CH-
47 Chinooks as independent firefighting vehicles if
calledupontoreacttoafire. Theseaircraft reconfigure
themsel vesby attaching alargebucket to be suspended
fromthebottom of theaircraft. Today, theworld’ smost
powerful and efficient bucket systemisknown asthe
Bambi Bucket system.

TheBambi Bucketsused by Alphaand Bravo com-
panies hereare capabl e of holding upto 2,000 gallons
of water, said SSG Bill Cagle, flight engineer and stan-
dardsNCO 1-228th, Bravo Company.

“Thebucket isfairly effective when deployed cor-
rectly,” said Cagle. In hisexperience with aerial fire-
fighting in various parts of the world, he said he be-
lievestheBambi Bucket hasabout 85to 90 percent suc-
cessratesolongastrainingisdonewell and the pattern
isflown correctly.

“Themost challenging aspect of aerial firefightingis
deployingthewater exactly whereyouwantit,” hecon-
tinued. “ There are so many variables that come into
play when fighting afire of great magnitude, such as
wind, heat fromthefirethat can affect aircraft perform-

Preventive Medicine

ance, decreased visibility dueto smoke... Terrainisa
hugefactorinthisall.”

Caglesaidthat mountainsarethetoughest terrainto
perform Bambi Bucket assistanceduringfires.

Theprimary reason for deployment of thebucket is
inisolated or remotelocationswherenofiretruck can
reach, which often meansthat the nearest water source
can be rather far away and that the terrain is fairly
rugged.

Caglesaid he' sflownmissionswherethenearest wa-
ter sourcewas approximately two hoursfromthefire.
Sometimes, hesaid, it ispossibleto use up that water
sourceand then another must belocated rapidly to con-
tinuethefirefight.

When flying aBambi Bucket from ahelicopter, the
aircraftisnormally about 50 feet abovetheground and
traveling at about 35 milesper hour for the most effec-
tive deployment of water to the target, Cagle men-

Photo by 1stLt. Kim Garbett

A CH-47loads upits “Bambibucket” with water during atraining exercise. Bambibuckets areused to sup-
portfiresuppression missionsin areas that cannotbereached by firefighting vehicles.

tioned.

“Thisisnotaone-manjob,” Caglesaid. Y ounheeda
balanced andtrained crew. Itismissionslikethese (aer-
ial firefighting) that crew coordination is especially
critical. And normally, by thetimethemissioniscom-
plete, you all wind up smelling like smoke or burnt
something-or-other when you' re finished (flying so
closetothefire).”

Membersof 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment
haveassistedwithfightingfiresall over Honduras. Re-
cently the battalion deployed to the Bay |slands where
a CH-47 Chinook deployed to Utila, supporting fire
containment operationsthere.

The rapid response capabilities of the battalion’s
members and well-disciplined military organization
have contributed to effective containment of firesthat
could otherwise haveravaged the Honduran country-
sideanditspeople.

Stray animals may carry danger of spreading rabies

By SGT James Barclay
Preventive Medicine

Rabies, if left untreated, isfatal. Every
year thereareover onemillion reportsof
animals biting humans in the United
States. Many cases involve serious in-
jury and afew evenendinfatalities. An-
imal bitesarevery commoninHonduras
aswell. They are much more seriousbe-
causerabiesisprevalentinthiscountry.
Anaverage of threeto five cases of hu-
man rabies are reported each year in
Honduras.

Taking afew precautionscan helpto
keep you from becoming abitevictim.

Thesimplest and easiest preventionis

avoidance. Donot go near stray dogsand
cats. Injured and sick animals are far
more dangerous. They are alsothemost
likely carriersof rabies.

Stray animals only stray into'areas
where they can find food. Do not feed
stray animals. Feeding straysonly makes
the problem worse. Trash shouldibe
placedintheappropriatereceptaclesand
thedoorsto thetrash sites should bese-
curely shut behindyou.

If someone happensto bebitten, take
note of the animal’ s appearance - size,
color, and markings.

Do not attempt to capture the animal
unlessit is safe to do so. Someone else
becoming another bite victim will not
help. If possible, leavesomeonetowatch

theanimal and track it’ smovement and
contact Dyncorp.

Wash_the wound thoroughly with
soap and waterfor at | east five minutes.
Reporttathe emergency room for med-
| caltreatment and haveasearchinitiated
fortheanimal.

Al biting animal smust be placed un-
der_guarantine for rabies observation.
Any cat or dogthatisinthetransmissible
stage will show symptoms of rabies
Withinten days.

If the animal cannot belocated, then
the RabiesAdvisory Board at the Med-
ical Element may el ect to start the patient
on immunizations against the rabies
Virus.

All dogs and cats maintained here at

Soto Cano must be vaccinated against
therabiesviruson anannual basis. Ani-
malson ordersas unit mascot are vacci-
nated by Veterinary Services.

All other pet ownersmust goto an off-
base animal clinic and have their pets
vaccinated. Itwill only costafew dollars
anditisdefinitely worth the cost to pro-
tect your pet and maybeyourself froma
very seriousillness. Any animalsreturn-
ing to the United States must have a
health certificate.

The best prevention against animal
bites is to avoid stray animals or un-
knownanimals.

Notify Veterinary Services at ext.
4198, if youfindany sick or injured ani-
mals.



NEWS
r_—___—_———_m_ﬁw

S

Protecting Soto Cano

Joint Security Forces silent protectors of Soto Cano

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

They patrol theairfieldand other vital
areas 24-hoursaday. Many work while
otherscelebratetheir holidaysand spe-
cial moments.

Joint Security

Membersof JSF areal so positioned at
key areaswherethebest thingisaquiet
night.

“Thereisalot of timetoyourself out
hereand you haveto be prepared,” said
LanceCpl. Jack Petty, who drew theam-
munition supply post. Using electronic

surveillance, Petty
checks all those who

Forces, each and
everyday protect Soto
Cano’s residents and
equipment. Three
shifts perform avari-
ety of tasks designed
to keep people and
safe.

Three shifts work

“Itis notthat much
different here than
atany other
base...We deal
more with local
authorities butwe

enter and exit the fa-
cility as well as pre-
venting intruders.
“Itisquietandvery
peaceful out here,
compared to some of
the other posts. It
givesmealot of time
to keep up with my

throughout the day operate here just military knowledge,”
and night. They meet : said Petty.

up in the base armory like we would at The two-person
wherethey arebriefed any overseas crew ontheflightline
onall that isgoing on base.” also generally have a

and what is expected
of them onthat shift.
Theshift goesfrom
9:30 p.m. until 6:30
am. Itisalsotheshift

--Tech Sgt. Keith Wynn
JSF Shiftcommander

quiet night.

Down at the main
gateiswhere most of
theactionis. Eachand

wheremorecrimesare
committed.

“Bad guyslikethecover of darkness,”
said Tech Sgt. Keith Wynn, NCO in
chargeof themidnight shift.

Twice each night, Wynn takesto the
perimeter of the base checking to seeif
someone has cut into the fence line or
climbed over it and onto Soto Cano.
Passing down the length of fence line
there are many places where patches
from havebeen cutintothefence.

every trooper and
civilian on base passesthrough the sen-
tryoncall.

“We count Joint Task Force-Bravo
personnel and vehicles and perform
checks on Dyncorp’ s people aswell as
curfew violators,” said Lance Cpl. John
Heinrich. He said that anything could
happen on this shift, such as one night
wheretherewasal most afight betweena
taxi driver and someonewhodidn’t have
enough money to pay for theride.

Senior Airman
Stephen Crandall

Age: 26

Hometown: Miami, Fla.
Unit: AFFOR

Section: FireDepartment

MOS/AFSC: 3E751
ceivemy collegediploma.
music, and dancing.

FavoriteMovie: TheMatrix

Family: Stephen G. Crandall Sr. (father)

Troop Spotlight

DutyTitle: FireProtection Driver/Operator

Most significant accomplishment: When| will re-

Goals: TofinishmyAir Forceenlistment and reen-
roll incollegetoacquireadegreeinfirescience.
Hobbies: Basketball, football, goingtothemovies,

FavoriteBook: The Rainmaker by John Grisham
FavoriteCD: Big Run- “ Capital Punishment”
Supervisor’ scomment: Senior Airman Crandall isthetype of individual who always
getsthejob doneand alwaysstepsup to hel p otherswith their tasksand training.

When did you enlist and why? | wanted to seetheworld, experiencethemilitary and
support myself by servingintheUnited StatesAir Force.

“Everybody
wants to be on the
mid shift, because
you've got all day
to get things done
and there is a lot
more action at
night,” said Hein-
rich.

Out thereamong
the hootchesis the
foot patrol who
make sure that
hootches, exchange
and other areasare
protected. Theper-
sononfoot patrol is
in touch with the
people of Soto

Cano.

“Wearetheliai-
son members with
the troops here be-
cause we can inter-
act more with them,” said Cpl. James
Ebert.

Ebert added that whilehe’ sout on pa-
trol hetriesto build arapport with those
he meets so they will be comfortableto
talk with him and other JSF members.

A foot patrol of another sort also pa-
trols Soto Cano, the K9 patrol. Thetwo
handlers and their dogs are on call 24-
hoursaday, sniffing out anything unusu-
a.

For JSF, what they doisstandard pro-
cedure at any post or base around the
world.

“Itisnot that muchdifferent herethan
at any other base,” said Wynn. “Wedeal

Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler

Staff Sgt.J. D. Mascolo and his K9 partner Moed patrolthe
perimeter of Soto Cano.JSFison call 24-hours aday to
keep personnel and property safe.

morewith local authoritiesbut we oper-
ate herejust likewewould at any over-
seasbase.”

Onepatrol isajoint patrol withthelLa
Guardia, theHonduran security forceon
Soto Cano. JSF personnel alsowork ac-
tively with Honduran unitswhenever an
incident occurs on base. Recently JSF
personnel in conjunctionwith local po-
lice prevented a break-in at the power
plant on base.

JSFasoreliesoneveryone shelp.

“Werely alot on the neighborhood
watch, usually if they see someoneout of
place or snooping around they call us,”
saidWynn.

Preventive Medicine guidelines
for clean drinking water on base

By CPT Gordon Peters
Preventive Medicine

Thewater quality on Soto Cano Air
Base is potable, which means safe to
drink without fear of contamination.
Preventive Medicine’ s Environmental
Health sectionand DY NCORP conducts
weekly bacteriology analysis of the
bases water supplies. The airbase is
about 18 to 19 years old and a large
amount of the pipesthat wereinstalled
whenthebasewasconstructedarestill in
use. Dueto the age and make-up of the
water pipeson Soto CanoAir Base, the
Installation Medical Authority hasmade
the following recommendations con-
cerningtap water.

* Majority of theairbase’ sfaucetsare
mixing faucets so turn on the hot water
first for about one minute and then
changetothecoldwater andletitrunfor
two additional minutesbefore consum-
ingtapwater.

* When using thewater coolersinthe

billets, Preventive Medicine recom-
mends that every week the water be
changed and the tank and cooler be
cleaned and sanitized with ableach and
water solution. Thebleachandwater so-
lution should be one part bleach and 10
parts water, (one cup bleach and two
cupswater). Placethebleach solutionin
the bottle and the holding tank. L et the
solution runthrough the cooler’ snozzle
to sanitizetheenter workingsof thetank.
Then put agallon of water inthetank and
flush the holding tank and nozzletore-
movethebleachresidual.

* PreventiveMedicineisthefirst step
to continued good health and should be
practiced at all times.

* Pleaseconservewater asonaverage
personnel hereusethreetimesthe aver-
age consumption per person in the
States. Each day, Soto Cano averaged
180 gallonsof water per person.

For any questions, the point of contact
isSGT Tony D. Hemphill, NCOIC, Pre-
ventive Medicine Environmental
Health, ext. 4200.
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A member of the 1-228th Winged Warriors launches a
pitch into the Soto Cano night. The Warriors downed
AFFOR “B” 26-15.

Warriors grounds AFFOR “B” team 26-15

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

TheWingedWarriorsof 1st Battalion, 228th Avi-
ation Regiment kept their hopesfor the base softball
championship alive by pounding the AFFOR “B”
team 26-15 at the Soto CanoAir Base softball field.

TheWarriorswontheir way into thel osersbrack-
et’ squarterfinalsby downing the Fire Dawgsinthe
game played momentsbeforethey faced AFFOR.

TheWarriors' bigbatstook thewoodtotheball in
thefirst inning. Reinaldo Mendez led off the game
with ahit. A sacrificefly and another single put men
onfirstandthirdfor Andrew Bice. Biceconnected on
an AFFOR pitch, scoring thefirst runsof the game,
David Prymula stripleandaJosh York singledigging
theAir Forceintoa 4-Ohole.

AFFOR chipped away at thelead in their half of
theinning

ThesecondinningwaswheretheWarriorsbrokeit
open. TheWarriorsgot acoupleof hitsearly inthein-
ning. AFFOR pitching loaded the bases. Mike Siler
scoredtwoonabloop singleintorightfield. Tyrone
Cunningham then stepped up and deposited oneover
thecenter field fence.

“Thepitchwasdlightly insideand kind of low and
| justturnedonit,” said Cunningham, who had three
hitsinthegame.

The Warriorswere up 15-1 by the end of thein-
ning.

The airmen got two runs back, capitalizing on a
228ththree-baseerror. A sacrificefly cut thelead to
12.

Theairmen continuedto strikeback, but eachAF-
FOR biginningwasfollowed by an evenbigger War-
riorsinning.

“They jumped us early and we waited too late,”
said Joseph Mclntyre, AFFOR coach. “Weallowed
themalot of easy runsandwejust didn’t do our part.”

AFFORtried for somelast inning heroics. Asthe
clock was winding down on the game the airmen
scored seven runs, capitalizing on Warrior relief
pitching and some poor defensive plays. The team
stormedthefield after thefinal out.

“Wehad apretty good comeback but it wasjust too
little, toolate,” said Mclntyre.

For thewinners, theroad ispaved with apotential
triple-header for the championship. They must defeat
theAFFOR“ A” team and down theundefeated team
from the J-Staff twice in order to seal the champi-
onship.

“Inany tournament, theloser’ sbracketisthehard-
esttowin,” said Marty Martin, coach of 1st Battalion,
228th Aviation Regiment. “ You need to win back to
back on several nights but if we stay focused and
don’t get too high after awin and play solid defense,
wehaveagood shot at it.”

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

The J-Staff earned its way into the base softball
championship gameby holding off the AFFOR“A”
team 12-11 at the softball field.

Thewin kept the J-Staff undefeated in the tourna-
ment and dropped AFFOR to theloser’ sbracket.

TheJ-Staff surgedtoanearly five-runlead by play-
ing smart. They scoredtheir first two runsoff asacri-
ficefly and asingle. Then Richard Jessup cranked a
two-run homeruninto the Honduran night.

“Itwasagood pitchand | felt | could goyard with
it,” said Jessup.

IntheAFFOR half of thefirst, theteam scored one

J-Staff earns title game berth, holds off AFFOR

The J-Staff expanded their lead in the sec-
ond, scoring threeruns. ThomasRegen helped
his own cause with an inside-the park home-
run.

Gerald Harriskept thingsgoing inthethird
inning with athree-run home run, opening a
nine-run cushion ontheAFFOR.

AFFOR started their comeback in the bot-
tom of thefourth. Theairmen hustled onballs
hittotheoutfield with doublesand triples, cut-
tingtheleadtotwo.

TheJ-Staff added aninsuranceruninthetop
of thefinal inning that would seal thegame. In
thebottom half of theinning, mental mistakes
and someinconsistent pitchingwalkedinarun
toclosethegame.

“A’team 12-11

runonatriplebut werebit by alittlebad luck. A ball,
hit through the middle, hit second base and was
speared by the shortstop, Jessup, who threw out the
runner.

“They opened the door for usbut we coul d-
n'tcloseit,” said Jeff Cooper of AFFOR.

“It’ sall about theteam,” said Jessup. “We're
feeding off theteam and playing together.”

A member of AFFOR “A” swings and misses in agame
versus the J-Staff. The J-Staff pulled outthe 12-11 win.

Winner’s Bracket

AFFORA

2000 Soto Cano Softball Tournament

Loser’s Bracket

AFFORB

Lockheed

AFFORA J-Staff Loser’s Bracket champion AFEORB
AFFORB
AFFORA AREORE Comayagua
ARFOR ARFOR
ARFOR Lockheed
A 228th Aviation
J-Staff .
Fire Dawgs AFFORA Fire Dawgs|
Fire Dawgs
J-Staff 228th Aviation
J-Staff
J-Staff
228th Aviation
228th Aviation
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Nothing but Net.

By Master Sgt. Pat McKenna
Public Affairs

Command Sergeant Major Herman C.
Fisher is a hard-core airborne ranger,
whoisno stranger tojumping out of mil-
itary aircraft and humpingaruck ongru-
eling 20-mile foot marches. And when
it’ stimeto unlacehiscombat bootsat the
end of the day, Fisher playsasahard as
he soldiers. So how does this grizzled
Army NCO spend hisR&Rtime?Mar-
tial arts, maybe?Weightlifting? Bungee
jumping?Billiardsor bowling, perhaps?

Nope, noneof theabove.

When the mission is complete, his
weapon placed on “safe” and official
military mattersput to bed, Fisher likes
nothing better than slipping on apair of
comfortable shoes and chasing after
pretty butterflies.

Disappointed?Well, if you think but-
terfly hunting isfor wusses, think again.
The task force’stop NCO asked me to
joinhimononeof arecent safari, and try-
ing to keep up with the 43-year-old in-
fantryman as he sprinted through Co-
mayagua’ sbackwoodswasachallenge.

Beforeevenlaunching on our expedi-
tion, two of our native gun bearers and
guides refused to enter the dense Hon-
duranjungleand quit the party, warning
us of the fabled “Mariposa Diablo” —
thedemon butterfly. Unfortunately, their
worst fears came true and a cloud of
highly venomousbutterflieswith razor-
sharp wingsattacked our party.

Well, maybethat’ saslight exaggera-
tion, but by theend of theday, | wasmis-
erable. | slogged along most of themorn-
ing with pantsand boots sopping wet af -
terfallingintoastream. | sportedraised,
redweltson both of my handswherefire
ants ravaged me after tripping over
barbed wire and falling facefirstinto a
seething mound, and every remaining
inch of exposed skin on my body stung
fromsunburn.

Fisher, on the other hand, seemed no
worsefor wear. The Chicago native be-
gan stalkingthewild and woolly butter-
fly about four monthsago after hesaw a
display of thewingedinsectsintheoffice
of Peter Nebel, an environmental con-
tractor on Soto Cano, and coincidentally,
incharge of thebase’ spest control.

CSM Herman Fisher surveys his ex-
tensive collection of butterflies

Butterflies are about
the only insects humans
don’tsquashonsight. The
creatures are like stained
glasson wing — akalei-
doscope of color and mo-
tion. And they neither
sting nor bite. So that’s
probably why you don’t
see too many *“butterfly
swatters” or “butterfly
motels.”

Nebel took Fisher ona
couple of butterfly hunt-
ing jaunts into Co-
mayagua, and the ser-
geant major has been
hooked ever since. i

“It'srelaxing, andit’sa
time for me to think and
learn,” said thecommand
sergeant major. “For me,
it’ sbecomehabit forming.
I’ll never look at another
butterfly the sameway.”

Fisher now regrets not
picking up hishobby ear-
lier. He's pulled toursin
Korea, Japan, Germany
andHawaii. Thelatter isa
lepidopterist’s paradise.
“Hawaii has such a
unigque ecosystem. Who
knowshow largemy collectionwould be
by now. But youlive, learn and hopeful-
ly remember,” Fisher said.

While on the islands, the command
sergeant major spent much of histimein
the wood shop, and, when he’ s not but-
terfly hunting, you may find him at Soto
Cano’s. He's a master jewelry box
builder, and has made several display
cases for his butterfly hobby out of
Hawaiian koaand Honduran mahogany.

“Most of my hobbiesgot started try-
ing to get my troopsinterested in some-
thing worthwhile, and then I’ve really
gottenintothem,” hesaid. “| wanted to
show thefolksin my commandwhat op-
portunitiesareavailabletothem. That's
why I’ ve hung one of my butterfly dis-
playsinmy office— so peoplewill seeit
andit’ll piquetheir interest.”

And Fisher has no shortage of hob-
bies. He' san avid runner, who hascom-
peted in more than a half-dozen
marathons and who coached JTF-Bra-
vo's Army 10-Miler team last month.
He' sanamateur photographer, hewrites
and he' sajigsaw puzzlefanatic.

“Hobbies challenge your mind, and
hel pyou stop thinking about how home-
sickyouare,” said Fisher, who, withhis
wife, Phyllis, have two children, son
SPCEricFisher, stationedinKorea, and
daughter L eathia, who livesin Wiscon-
sin.

Thecommand sergeant major said his
family doesn’t quite know how to take
his new pastime, and he’s gotten some
strangelooksfrom basefolkstoo.

“You know I don’t mind that people
make jokes. ‘ Oh, look at the command

sergeant major,” they say, ‘mincing
around like a little garden gnome,” but
I’m the one who is laughing. Leaping
and laughing all the way to the bank,”
Fisher said.

Thecollection hangingin Fisher’ sof-
fice isworth at least $500 back home.
And don't believe the saying, “Butter-
fliesarefree.” They aren’t freeif Com-
mand Sergeant Mgjor Fisher has any-
thingto say about it.

Fisher’s got abounty on the head of
any butterfly captured — dead or alive
— intheterritory. He hasn't yet nailed
“wanted posters’ totelephonepol es, but
it's an option. The command sergeant
major hasastanding offer to pay a$1to
anyonebringing himabutterfly or moth
hedoesn’ t already havein hishands. For
atrophy catch, he'll pay upto $5.

Currently, Fisher has hoarded more
than 250 butterflies and moths. But he
still wantsmore. Hiscurrent quest isfor
Sloane’s Urania Moth. It's Fisher's
Everest.“I’dreally liketoget my hand’s
onthat joker,” hesaid.

In case of emergencies, thecommand
sergeant major keeps a butterfly net
“locked and loaded” and strategically
positioned by hishooch'’ sfront door.And
if Army “regs’ would allow it, Fisher
might have amind to mount agun rack
onhisEZ-Go so he’ d have someplaceto
hang his trusty net. “You never know
when you'll run across a species you
don’t have,” hesaid. “You'vegot to be
prepared at all timesto bring onedown.”

The command sergeant major has
madeapolicy of notkilling any butterfly
or mothhedoesn'tintendtokeep. “ Some

, Joint Task Force-Bravo’s top NCO all
aflutter over collectingrare
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butterfli

Photos by Master Sgt.

CSMHerman Fisherreaches for abutterfly to add to his collection. Fisher has collected more
than 250 butterflies and is always looking for the next one.

peopledon’t enjoy butterfly hunting be-
cause they can't bring themselves to
crush their thorax,” he said. “Killing
thingsisn’tfor everyone.”

Fisher did offer these pointers for
would-bebutterfly wranglers—

* Ifyou see one butterfly, you'll see an-

other. They have flight patterns just

like aircraft.

» Usually you only have one swipe ata

butterfly, so a good, fast backhand is

essential.

« Butterflies take the path of least re-

sistance. So if you stand very still in

the middle of a path, a butterfly might
fly straight toward you.

* The best time to catch butterflies is

when they’re mating.

Says Fisher: “When they mate,
they’ refrolicking around and really not
paying awholelot of attentiontowhat’s
going on around them. That’s the best
timeto sneak up onthem.”

Doesn’t sound too sporting, doesit?
You' rejust getting your groove on, and
thenBAM! lightsout!

Beforeheleaves Soto Cano, thecom-
mand sergeant major is considering
making atrip to Panama, because of the
region’ sdiversity and natural habitats.
Said Fisher, “ Panamahas aunique set of
butterflies really worth getting your
hands’ on.”

Until then, don’t be surprised if you
seeFisher lurkingintheshadows, stand-
ingstill asastatueand waitingto pounce
on an unsuspecting butterfly in lust.
Laughif you will, but Fisher isthe one
smilingontheinside.

But hisBeanie Baby collection, well,
that'sanother story.
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Smoking cessation

Preventive medicineis planning on
holding a smoking cessation class. The
classwill consist of four hour-long ses-
sions along with follow-up support.
Troopsmust attend the sessionsin order
to get thedrug support from the pharma-
cy. As soon as we have enough people
signed up wewill start the sessions. For
more information contact Preventive
Medicineat Ext. 4500.

Education Services

Facilities Policy
TheEducation Services Officer hasbeen
flooded with increasing requestsfor us-
age of the eight-hootch facilities (class-
roomsincluded) daytimeand nighttime
for Soto Cano AB activities. Many com-
plaintsstem from thefact that some per-
sonnel are not cognizant of the fact that
these classrooms, computer lab, and all
facilitiesarefor Ed Center testing, train-
ing, coursesand program mandates, not
openforall postrequestsunlessthereis
space available after Ed Center needs.
Specifically, AR 621-5mandatescollege
classes, CLEP testing, combat
MOS/Army Learning Center programs
that need classrooms, and video group
sessions, whichthe Education Center has
tables, chairs, whiteboards, etc.

All units provide their own in-house fa-
cilities for whatever requirements they
create. If thereisaclassroom available
andit haspriority over other needs, Edu-
cation Serviceswill usually allow usage;
regular priorities that cancel out others
are MWR Classes, Drivers Training
Classes, and soforth. For moreinforma
tion, call Mo Ecklesat ext. 4495.

Thanksqlvmg Worshi
Thechapel community has scheduled
Thanksgiving servicesNov. 23. Catholic
Massis scheduled for 9 a.m. Protestant
serviceswill beheldat 11 a.m. Both serv-
iceswill beconductedinthebasechapel.
For more information, call the base
chapel at ext. 4351.

Thanksgiving Meal

The Thanksgiving meal will be held
Nov. 23from 12p.m. to 2p.m. inthe base
diningfacility. Costis$5.20.

Possum at Oasis Club
Department of Defense Band Possum
will be bringing their brand of Modern
and Roots rock to the Oasis club Nov.
28ththroughthe30that 8 p.m.

Freedom Bird

For the month of December, the Free-
domBirdwill bearrivingon Dec. 4, 11,
18, and 27. StartinginJanuary, itwill ar-
riveonJan 3, 8,and each Monday for the
rest of themonth. For moreinformation,
call CaptAllisonGeis, ext 4441.

Caminata

(Continued fromPage 1)

also thankful for the strong rel ationship between thetwo
communities, JTF-B and theHonduran military.

“| amthankful for thekind embrace, the humanitarian
assistance, the operation to recover the Honduran Air
Forcehelicopter out of Coyolar Dam, and the search and
rescue support after the recent crashes of the Honduran
helicopter and aircraft along the coast hererecently ... for
the cooperationand good rel ati onshi psbetween (us),” said
L opez-Carballo.

Other participantsexpressed their thoughts about what
they felt the Caminatameant.

Maj. Marbel Castro-Roy, JTF-B director of personnel,
said shefelt themarch spoketoa* spirit of trust and one-
ness, so that both countries can walk together towards
peace and protection. Hopefully, our example will be a
good examplefor otherstofollow.”

LTC Wilfredo Calderon, from the Joint Staff “ Estado
Mayor Conjunto” in Tegucigal pa, said that hethought the
Caminatawasgreat. “1 liketo exercise, andthisisalsoan
excellent way for our two countriesto cometogether toin-
teractinarelaxed environment. It sabeautiful day outand

Movie

it'sfun.”

“1 think it’ sagood ideato unify the militaries of both
countries; the Caminataisan excellent activity toimprove
relations and provide areason to bring the countriesto-
gether without aformal military mission,” said L TC Scott
Ciluffo, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment com-
mander.

All theway from Davis-Monthan Air ForceBaseinAri-
zona, Col. Mark Graper, Commander of the612th Air Op-
erationsGroup, said it washisgreat pleasureto behereand
tobeableto participateinthisevent.

“The spirit and enthusiasm of the men and women of
Joint Task Force-Bravoareevident asisthecloseworking
relationship between theHonduran Armed Forcesandthe
United States(especially inaneventlikethis),” said Grap-
er

“It’ s been an honor to participate in an event such as
this,” said Lt. Col Steve Mis, Air Force Forces deputy
commander. “1 definitely think weshould dothismoreof-
ten. Weneedto continueto buildrel ationswiththeleaders
inCentral America; it’ salynchpintoour strategy inthere-
gion.”

Wood said hefelt thisCaminatawasagreat successfor
all who participated.

“We'll likely be hosting another onein about six to sev-
en monthsfrom now,” said Wood.

Toys for Tots drive kicks off

Schedule

JSF
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By Cpl. LisaGraham

Saturday, Nov.18 4 p.m.
Bait (R)

Saturday, Nov. 18 7:15p.m.
Bringit On (PG-13)

Sunday, Nov. 19 4p.m.
What LiesBeneath (PG-13)

Sunday, Nov. 197:15p.m.
Hollow Man (R)

TheChristmasseasonisnearing, timeto bethankful for al theblessings
that have been bestowed upon us and share the holiday joy with others.
Every child deservesaspecial surpriseon Christmasday. Unfortunately,
many of the familiesin Honduras face overwhelming economical chal-
lenges. Theseobstacl esprevent themfromgivingtheir childrenevenasin-
glegift on Christmasday.

Eachyear theMarine CorpsconductsaToysfor Totsdrive, making sure
that every child can haveagift on Christmasday.

Withthe support of Joint Task Force-Bravo, Marinesherewouldliketo
help thefamiliesof Honduras during Christmasand beyond. Thesmallest
of giftscan brighten theday of achild. Toysand other goods have already
started flowinginand back out towherethey are most needed. Bacto Bibli-
co de Santidad benefited from the donations, becoming thefirst churchto
receivedonateditems.

Donationsof toys, canned goods, or basic hygieneitems can be made at
the JSF desk | ocated at Bldg. E5S6. Thedrivewill continuethrough Christ-
masuntil Jan. 20 so asmany children aspossiblewill be helped.

Troops grow from spiritual outing

. Holiday
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By SPC Jeremy Heckler

tiansand hel ped to sustain my sani-
ty,” said MAJGeorge Christensen,
oneof themembersof thelocal con-

gregationwho madethetrip.

Space availableMail: Nov. 27

Par cel Airlift Mail: Dec.4
Priority Parcels: Dec.11
First ClassL etters

and Cards: Dec. 11
ExpressMail: Dec. 18

Mail items may be subject to customs
duties. Patronscan mail itemsvalued up
to $100, duty-free, to each family mem-
ber and friend per day. Military Post Of -
fices are an extension of the United
States Parcel Serviceand arebound by
the policies, regulations, and laws gov-
erning USPS.

Taking atrip away from al the
modern conveniencesandthehustle
of the world around them helps
troopsbetter focusontheir faithand
their relationship with their higher
power.

Members from Soto Cano took
advantage of such an outing by at-
tending aweekend spiritual outing
at L akeYojoasponsored by thebase
chapel.

In the peace and restful atmos-
phere of thisplace, they focused on
a study of the Book of Galatians,
which has often been called the
“Magna Carta’ of Christian free-
dom.

“Thetrip helped givemeabetter
understanding of the Book of Gala-

In addition to this study of the
Scriptures, time was spent touring
thelakeandtakinginafew sights, as
well astimetogether. Itwasagood
timeto“get away” fromthedistrac-
tions of everyday life and change
gears for amoment. The group re-
turned to base Saturday afternoon.

“It wasagreat opportunity to see
the Honduran countryside,” said
Tech. Sgt. Victor Harris. “Thelakeis
a beautiful place to visit and the
weather isgreat thistimeof year.”

Headded that thetrip helped him
build relationships with other ser-
vicememberson Soto Cano aswell
as gain spiritual knowledge on the
Bible.



